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For many years the Educational Institute of the Catholic Rural Movement (KLB) in Bavaria has been working 

on the issue of the future of rural areas, with politicians and stakeholders from the East, West, South and 

North of Europe. 

At our European conferences (with participants from 19 countries) and Europe seminars we have analysed 

the situation of the rural population and set out the requirements for sustainable development. 

Besides our national situations, we want to focus on the political strategy of the European Union for rural 

development and raise awareness of possible EU funding programmes. 

Good cooperation with the relevant European institutions (e.g. European Commission - Directorate General 

for Agriculture and Rural Development, the Council of the Regions, Members of the European Parliament, 

its committees) has also provided opportunities for appropriate lobbying.  

Our specific part has been to bring our European experiences and contacts into the BRIDE project: after all, 

besides local and regional projects and networking, working for rural development involves lobbying the 

political decision-makers ς precisely at the European level.   

This is why the seminar was held near Strasbourg. 

 

 

Sunday, 23 November 2014 

 

άStrasbourg, capital of Europeέ 

 

TƘŜ ά9uropean Seminar Daysέ in the BRIDE learning 

partnership project began with a guided tour through 

Strasbourg.  

We started from the heart and landmark of the city, 

the monumental Strasbourg Cathedral, that 

unmistakably points to the Christian roots of Europe.  

The foundations of the Romanesque-Gothic Cathedral 

of Our Lady, Notre Dame de Strasbourg, were laid 

1000 years ago, the reason for millennium 

celebrations throughout 2015.  

The inner city (UNESCO World Cultural Heritage), built 

on an island between the two arms of the River Ill, 

Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ǘǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǎ ǊŜŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ 

rich and eventful history ς both politically and 

ecclesiastically. Alternating as it did between France 

and Germany over centuries, it was destined to 

become the capital of Europe and, at the same time, a 

synonym for Franco-German reconciliation. This was 

an important factor in the process of European 

integration. 
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Many wonderful historical buildings make up 

the atmosphere and appeal of Strasbourg as 

the capital of Alsace ς and illustrate its 

uniquely Alsatian identity. 

The city presents visitors with a wealth of 

cultural experiences, not to mention the 

delicious culinary specialties and wines 

produced by the region! 

 

 

 

 

 

Maison Kammerzell ς an old merchant house 

dating back to the 16th century ς right next 

to the cathedral (Photo 1) 

 

 

 

 

α[ŀ tŜǘƛǘŜ CǊŀƴŎŜά - 

(Little France) 

¢ƘŜ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ ǘŀƴƴŜǊǎΨ 

quarter (16th-17th 

century) is particularly 

charming with its half-

timbered buildings 

and winding footpaths 
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Strasbourg is not only of 

historical importance (e.g. 

the first German-language 

Bible was printed here) ς 

today it is a cosmopolitan, 

modern city. Its university 

attracts young people from 

all over the world. 

 

Seminar group during tour of 

ά[ŀ tŜǘƛǘŜ CǊŀƴŎŜέ 

 

 

 

Bavarian ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎΥ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ .ŀǾŀǊƛŀΩǎ ǎŎŜƴŜǊȅΣ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ŎǳƛǎƛƴŜ 

  

After the άspiritual foodέ some physical refreshment was called for: participants were able to taste typically 

Bavarian dishes ς leberkäs (meat loaf), potato salad, pretzels, mountain cheese etc ς and discover 

something about Bavarian lifestyle. 

 

The fƛƭƳ άDream trip through Bavariaέ ƎŀǾŜ ŀ ōƛǊŘΩǎ ŜȅŜ ǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ Bavarian regions.  

It showed the variety of 

scenery, gave a glimpse of 

the history of villages and 

cities, and showed 

examples of rural identity 

in Bavarian regions. 

(the Italian subtitles were 
helpful) 
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In addition, we presented the Europe Project 

of the Educational Institute of the KLB in 

Bavaria - ideas, events and activities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
In the following session we 

discussed the opportunities, 

special features and also the 

problems of rural areas in 

Europe. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Socialising to conclude the first day of 

the seminar 
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Monday, 24 November 2014 ς (morning)  
 

Anton Stadler reviewed the learning partnership 

project to date along with the current project 

situation. He also introduced the focus and aims of this 

3rd seminar. 

Open questions on the project were then addressed 

and answered. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By way of preparation for the seminar, the situation in 

Bavarian rural areas and agriculture had been analysed 

and summed up in the Rural Guidelines. 

 

You can download the Rural  

Guidelines  Bavarian-EN of the meeting- 

 from this Annex open: 

 

 

 

 

 

 


